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| S oo is very amazing into what's 
\£ new Strain of Policy wwe are now 
. arrived, that we are become ſo 
ready to Protect and Defend the whole 
World. To fight other Peoples Battles; 
__ their fortified Towns, and 
ſupply them with Money on every 
trifling Occaſion ; it a Degree of 
Quixotiſm, even beyond tu,, Cer- 

vantes ever thought of inſpiring inio 
his nad Knight, and really when I 
reflect on the many Extravagent Ad- 

"ventures, that has beſel Old Eng- 
land, by her mtermealins with" . 
fairs on the Continent: I can hardly 
perſuade my ſelf that the Life of Don 


| Quixot is Romance. k 
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iv The PREFACE 
ona it not farpri any one of 


common Senſe, to obſerve, how d- 
diouſiy we ſend out our Forces, to ſup- 


piy 7 Armies am Garrifons, 


« when, aue HO not how ſoon ce may 


be in want of them at Home ? who 
. will centure to engage that, when 
= F rench King 4 be has fa 
ciently drained this Iſland of Men, 
. that he will not attempt to iuvade 
it Fl Then of what Advantage will 
all our Forces abroad be to uu? 
01 ſays a cunning Fellow, g one of 
* our new. Politicians, we can ſoon 
« fetch them back from Oſtend; and 
« the [ame Wind brings the F 3 
4 hither, brings our Tropps hither”. 
Aye / very fine and pres ru) 
Hat ſuppoſe the Wind ſhould — 
in the Interim between the Arrival 
of the Enemy, and our Jending for 
our Forces - Or what 1s more 


frobable, a what * 4 large French 
Fleet 


; ; 4 
* 4 * Ky 


Te P PREFACE „ 


Nallet ſhould lie at the Month of Oſtend 


| Harbour ? ——— Why then, ſays 
Be, ours muſt go out and fight them. 

But 1s not this loojing a great deal of 
Time, and in Caſes of ſuch Immer- 


gene, every Moment ſeems an Hour. 


Hut how could our Fleet poſſibly get 
ab to Oſtend if the Wind ſet fair 


for bringing our Forces from thence 


 #tither ? But then, ſays my Politician 
again, wwe would raiſe the Country 
And indeed that would do finely a- 
gainſt an Army of regular Forces = 
tho all theſe — would be un- 
neceſſary, if we * but a few more 


o/ our Soldiers at Home. 


en ] firſt undertook the folloæv- 
eng Sheets, I had no otber Deign 

than only to trace the Cauſes of the 
_ - preſent Scenes; but ] could not fore 


bear, when I found the Blame of all 


our Miſcarriages was laid apon the 
Dutch, 0 mention a Mord or tao in 


their 


i rbe PREFACE. 


It is certain, 


. beds Behalf 


that wwe have 1 enough a- 
gainſt them, for not | fulfilling "their 
\ 2 to us both by Land and 
But that by bullying and 


Jr: thts C, they ſhall be obliged. 70 en- 
ter into a War, right or ævrong, ts 
"what no free People under the Sun, 
wil, 7 ove e 0 e 


s my D 2 ſentations u on 


2 ee ther Ble Hier e, may 
hape too much Veracity to 2 it the 


Polite Taſtes 
it Maitres of 


ary: T very much 


fear that 1. ball. 0 eſcape hs is. 


 widuous pelo, of Jacobite, 
oward': But as the two 


ormer are almoſt worn out, by their 


Tory, and 


Aide ſeigmatiſing every one there- 
-w1thÞ, who 1s. ſo unba ppy as to con- 
tradict their Sentiments, it gives me 


f the leaſt. Anxiety. And as to the 


_—_ of theſe. * Hations, I think 


an | the 


on of ou nay Pet- 


— 


The PREFACE. vii 
the Man, who endeavours to ſet his 
= Country right in any Caſe, or to in- 
= form her of any Thing to Advantage, 
$ in a Time of general Degeneracy ; 
* that Man does not deſerve it for 
be that bravely employs his Pen in 
his Country's Cauſe, may truly be 

| ſaid to ſerve her Indeed. 
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EXAMINER. 


HOEVER has the God 
TOC 8 || of his Country at Heart, and 
| refles on the enormousGrie= 
vances, and deplorable Dii- 
advantages, which ſhe at pre- 
— ſent lies under, and has ena 
pes ſor ſome Time paſt ; cannot, I am 
perſuaded, forbear joining with me in em- 
—— his Thoughts op the Means of re- 
qreſſing thoſe Grievances, and extenuating 
the Diſadvantages. This is certainly a Duty 
incumbant on an honeſt Man at all Times ; 
but more eſpecially in Time of apparent 
Danger, e 5 from willtul H= 


" tuett on, 


2 n 
* * 


funtion, Degeneracy, or Corriaption; or froth 
unavoidable Misfortunes. 


It is certain, n Government ean be ſo 
wiſe but it may be overſeen, nor ſo ſaga- 


cious but it may be deceived: And it is uni- 
verſally acknowledged, that when Foreſight 
fails Experience muſt be our Guide: For 
when we perceive by the Event, that we 
have truſted to falſe Appearances, Conjec- 


tures, Surmiſes, and Opinions, infomuch 
that our Expectations are deceived; it be- 


hoves us to rectify our Conduct in the ſhorts 


eſt Time poſſible ; and not to ſuffer Evils 


to grow to that Height by Neglect, as to 
become inſuſceptible of all Remedy, and 


Error to beget Error, till it is impoſſible to. 
difintangle the Complication, nor Misfor- 
tune to follow Misfortune, till we are en- 


tirely overwhelmed ; but to endeavour, in 


the ſhorteſt Time poſſible, to attain the 


Paths of Wiſdom and Safety, thie ſure Way 
to Honour and Renown. e 


In order to which it is neceſſary to en- 


quire into the Cauſes of our Miſtakes, Miſ- 
fortunes, and Diſappointments: as it is a 


Well known hes univerſally true, that 
every different Effe 


ct has a different Cauſe; 
we muſt trace Cauſes by Effects, and when 


cliſcovered, endeavour to counter- act ox re- 


move 


*. 


* 
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* 


* 
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EE 
niove them ; that thereby we attain that 
Remedy for our paſt Deception which we 
ſo earneitly ſeek after: For it is in Matters of 
State as in Phyſick, when the Cauſe of the 
Dileaſe is diſcovered, the Cure is half per- 
fected fir: 2} 219946 wr rind 
It is certain that Nature has not been ſpar- 
ing in her Bounties, to render us a free inde. 
pendant and happy People; and we can boaſt 
of more Advantages of that Sort, than any 
People on the Face of the Earth, She has 
ſeated us on an land, invironed with Seas, 
capacious enough to prevent any Anxiety from 
the ambitious Views, or mercenary Quarrels, 
of our Neighbours on the Continent: And to 
compleatour Happineſs has given us where. 
withal to render ourſelves Maſters of thoſg - 
Seas, No Iſland can abound more with the 
Produceof Neceſſaries for Lifeat home; nor 
can be better ſituated for Commerce abroad; 
inſomuch that we export our ſuperabundant 
Neceſſaries, to import Luxuries from diſtant 
Climes. Our People are ingenious in Arts 
and Sciences, and have ever been characte- 
rized, in the Hiſtories. of all Nations, as 
People of an intrepid, maſculine Spirit, in- 
defatigable in Purſuit of their Deſigns. Bri- 
7i/h Valour was never queſtioned, and tho” 
Feltaire in his Life of Charles the XIIth 
of Sweden, from a ſuperficial Knowledge of 
mT. B 2 ou: 
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there is no Nation in the World can com: 


19 MB 
us, raſhly allerts, Thur 7he Engliſh of theſe 


Days are dwindled to nothing in reſpect to 
what they were in Cromwell's Time. Ne- 


vertheleſs I am convinced by the gallant e- 


haviour of my Countrymen at Fyuntenoy, 


fighting in a foreign Cauſe againſt Batteries 
of the largeſt Cannon deſigned for deſtroy- 


ing Stone Walls, not Men, and over-power- 


ed by the Superiority of Numbers; that 
even their Enemies muſt allow they are 
not leſs intrepid now, than in the Days of 


Queen Ann when headed by a Marlborough; 
which I take to be the Ara of their Glory. 
Hence it is eaſy to perceive that we want 
not for Soldiers, and it is equally certain, 


that we have many valiant Commanders, 
and ſagacious Stateſmen ; and to crown all 


are are bleſſed with a Monarch whoſe chief 
Care is the Happinets of his People, and 
the Tranquility of Europe; whoſe paſſionate 
Love for Liberty is ſuch, as ever to be rea- 
dy, even at the Hazard of his own Royal 
Perſon ; to oppoſe the Deſtroyers of it; 
thereby anxicufly endeavouring to Commu- 


nicate to all Nations, thoſe ineſtimable Bleſ- 


ings of Freedom, which his own. Sub- 
jects, under his auſpicious Protection ſo am- 
r 
If we come to examine our Conflitution, | 


pare: 


pare with us for 8 Wiſdom of its Inſtitu- 
tion. The People are independant, and 
frame their own Laws, leaving only the 


executive Power to the Prince; who whilſt 
he diſtributes them juſtly, is ever ſure of 
reigning in the Hearts of his People, the 
only Place where a wiſe Mon would 
chuſe to eſtabliſh his Throne. Our Parha- 
ment is the Grand Council, and Grand In- 
queſt of the Nation, ever ready to adviſe 
the Throne in Caſe of Emergency, or to de» 
fend it in Times of Danger: And it is 
equally the Intereſt of a King of England 
to govern his Subjects with Lenity, as it is 
theirs ſtrenouſly to ſupport him in ſuch a 
Government. Where the mutual Intereſts 
of King and People, are ſo ſtrongly inter- 
woven and united by ſuch incomplicable 
Bands, What Foreign Power but muſt re- 
gard them with Awe and Veneration, and 
reſpect the Decree of the Prince as the Voice 


of his Subjects, or the Reſolutions of the? 


Subjects, as the Pleaſure of their Prince? 

Such an excellent Harmony of Minds muſt 
certainly give-great weight to all our. foreign 
Negotiations ; and renders our Monarch 


more glorious, than that De what Will 
is his Law. | | | 


Thus while we dd our Conſtitution 
entire, it may be ſaid to be a Wall unto us 
both 


660 


both on the Right, and on the Left; pre- 
ſerving us from Danger both at home and a- 
broad, and ever making us to be revered 
and dreaded by our Neighbours: But if we 
ſuffer the leaſt Breach to be made therein, 


it may be widened in Time, inſomuch as 


to expoſe us to the Aſſaults of ee who | 


—_— we cantemned. 


Tho' our Cont is ſo 2 in it 
ſelf; our Soldiers ſo brave, and our Senators 


and Stateſmen are endowed with ſuch pe- 


netrating Wiſdom; yet, by whatever Fa- 


tality it Tas ha appened, it is now maniteſtly 


evident, to all that ſhall compare our preſent 
State mith our former, that we have been 


for ſeveral Years paſt entangled in a ſtrong 


Snare of falſe Politicks ; even as apparently 
contrary to the Intereſt of our Country, as 
Darkneſs is to Light, and ſeem to have been 


chain'd down, in a State of Egyptian pal- 


pable Darkneſs, with a Chain of Blunders 


and Follies, which we have drawn out, 
Link by Link. We have annually exhauſt. 
ed our Treaſures to aggrandize our Enemies, 
and employed ſeveral Years of Negotiation 

to incite Inſults, Depredations, and Invaſi- 
ons; we have courted and engaged almoſt 

every Power of Europe to aſſiſt us, yet none 
will ſtir to our help, unleſs paid an exorbi- 
tant * to the utmoſt Farthing. 


By 


FB 
n 


. 

By purſuing ſuch erroneous Meaſures for 

many Years paſt, we are at length become 
a weak, infatuated, mercenary, and corrup-" 
ted People at Home. Our C xreſulting 
from Men of different Principles, Views, 
and Intereſts ; are feeble, unſteady, and 
irreſolute, and the Executiou of them weak 
and timid : Orders are iſſued in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that Officers know not how to obey,” 
regarding their Intereſt in the Cabinet, more 
than their Behaviour in their Command. . 
Our Armies and Fleets are replete with 
Minions of Power, promoted by parliamen- 


tary Intereſt, not Merit; which unjuſt Pro- 


motions muſt ever create jealouſy in the 
meritorious; and to this alone, may be at- 
tributed all our henious Miſcarriages, from 
the Affair of Carthagena, to that of Toulon; 
Which may be a Warning to future Ages, 
not to ſuffer Intereſt, even in Times of 
Peace, to tranſplant Merit. Our Succeſſes 
are as motley as our Councels, one Day we 
gain a ſmall ſomething, and the next loſe 
ten- fold as much; this occaſions the People 
to be uneaſy, miſtruſtful, and dead-hearted; 
but however, ſhews at the fame Time how - 
thoroughly the Love and regard for the 
preſent Royal Family is ingrafted in their 
Hearts; as it it would be utterly impoſſible, 
even for the ableſt Miniſtry, to make them 
bear ſuch Afflictions under any other Govern- 
1 | ment 


to God, we 


N 
ment, without more grievous and open 
murmurings and Fepinings, which, whats 


ever Appearances their Countenances and 
Behaviours at preſent may carry, Thenks be 
Ho PRONE: of from ny 


Longines. 1 
eee 3 the Puff of 
0 our Men of War and Privateers, is viſibly upon 

the Decay; owing to the many Captures 
lately made by the Enemy, and the prodi- 
gious Price of Inſurance, together with” the 

denen delay of Convoys; not ta mention 
— ns that the D- have taken 

the —— to deprive us off, which will 
be a more laſting Advantage to them, than 
any other that could accrue from the War, 


+ and conſequently is an ineſtimable Loſs to 


us. Our Lands are devoured with thoſe 
Locuſts call'd Taxes, and as to our Funds, 
if a Bankrypt Nation may be faid to have 
any ; they are filled with the Money of Fo- 
reigners, who are ever ready to ws Ad- 
vantage of our N eceſſities; inſomuch that 
by a ſudden Draught, they could do us im- 
menſe Damages, by leaving us little elſe 
than Paper to circulate. This obliges our 
monied People to hoard their Bags, not 
careing to advance a Farthing on Trade or 
—_—_ N t in Land Security ; and 
ology Yo maſk cecafion that my: 
„ 


1 


rable de of Poverty, which is ev 

where beheld amongſt the meaner Sort 64 
People who cannot get Bread, for want of 
Encouragement and Employment. Thus 
by People being prevented from employin 1 
their Money in Trade, our Manufactures 
lie idle, the Work-houſes fill, and our Poors 
Rate encreaſes; which we muſt either pay, 
or thoſe miſerable n mut periſn. 


Wy That this is the tte State of AE. 
fairs at home, will, I believe, be readily 
granted me by moſt : But that I may not 
"ſeem to . Matters, by Aſſertions 
without Proofs, I ſhall confirm what I have 
ſaid, by bringing ſuch.as the Nee es pas 
| Subject will admit of, 


Whether our preſent Councils do not 
5 from Men of different Principles, 
Vieus and Intereſts? 1 ſhall leave to the 
Decifion of any Gentleman, of any . 
_ whatever, who has been acquainted wi 
the Scene of Affairs for e, twenty Vears 

Tot: let him but take the Lift in his 
Hand —and I dare engage he will give me 
his. Affirmative on the Queſtion : And if it 

was needful, I could from their former, and 

preſent Conduct, diſtinctly enumerate the 
Juling Paſſion of every individual amongſt 
E them 


5 to ) 


But perſonal Reflections 


n. — 


and Atterations, are what I utterly de- 


of the French, either by Sea or Land. - 


teſt. That our C —Is are feeble, un. 
ſteady, and irreſolute, is plain, by the Fre- 
22 of Couriers, or Meflengers; paſ- 
fing and repaſſing, betweet Whiteh Ii and 
#En-v-r. Tho' a Plan or Deſign for any 
future Operation be formed at either of theſe 
Places, it muſt undergo Examination at the 
other, before it can be perfected; which 
cauſes a conſiderable Quantity of Time to 
be waſted. For ſetting the Caſe that our 
M y here had formed the moſt ſpe- 
cious Project, (from ſome Intelligence they 
had received) for ſtopping the Progreſs of 
the Arms of France, their Scheme muſt be 
entruſted to ſome Courier to carry to H-, 
before it can be executed; and conſequentl 
runs a great Riſque of falling into the Hands 


But ſuppoſing it to get ſafe thither, and 
meet with the R-y-l Appropation, it muſt 
come hither again before Orders can be 
given for the Execution of it ; and certain- 
ly runs the ſame Rifque over again in its 
Return; and perhaps, by that Time At- 
fairs may be ſo altered as to render it im- 
practicable. If any manner of Doubt ſhould 
ariſe at H 7, concerning the Plauſibility 
of the Scheme, or the Manner of the Exe- 
ö eutſon, Where has Ty K—g his Britifh 
. 


(61 
Council to adviſe. with ? Surely none. will, 
pretend to avouch the Head of a ſingle Se- 
cretary, equ ivalent to that of the whole 
Board? and it were heartily to be wiſhed, 
that when his M——y thinks proper to viſit 


his German Dominions, he were to be ac- 


companied with a Committee of C P 
for urgent Affairs, as well as a Sec—y of 
State. Thus the Reſolutions of C—1, 
by waiting ſo long before they can be put 
in Execution, become by the ſudden. and 
unexpected Turns of Affairs, feeble, un- 
ſteady, and irreſolute; and conſequently the 
Orders iſſued thereon, muſt be encumbred 
with ſo many Reſtrictions, as to render it 


almoſt impoſſible for any Officer to obey. 


Tt would be unneceſſary to go about to 
prove, that our Army and Fleets, are fult 
of Commanders that were created by the 
Power and Intereſt of themſelves or Rela- 


tions, and not by Merit; ſince no one, that 


has obſerved, through what Channels Pro- 
motions in thoſe Branches have glided for. 
many Years paſt, can be ignorant of it; and 
if notorious that the S——y of Wr, has 
long ſince been allowed to fill up a certain 
Number of C m .—ſſ—s, with the 
Names of the beſt P—r-h — ſ—rs he 
could meet with. This Affair, indeed, nar- 
By 2 an Examinatiou in the Houſe 


CE of 


1111 : 
of C-mm<ns, but, like a great ma- 
ny other good Things, it was laid 
aſide. The Effect of ſuch military 
Promotions we feel ſeverely, and 
may very well ſay to thoſe in Power 


at that Time, as the Frogs did to 


the Boys that pelted them, in the 
Fable, It was but Play to them, 
but it is Death to us : Nevertheleſs, 
1 hope, we ſhall profit by Expe- 


rience, eſpecially as it is never too 
late to learn Wiſdom. 


That one Gains by the War will 


ballance our Loſſes, will eafily ap- | 


pear, on conſidering that we muſt 
take a great Number of Privateers, 
to defray the Expence of building 
and fitting out ſuch a fine Ship as 
the Northamberland: And it ap- 
pears. by the Liſt handed about, 


that the French and Spaniards, arc 


not much behind us in their Cap- 


tures, either for the Number or Va- 


£4 2 
- | | 64A 75 | TP. | lue 


. AG) 
lue of Skips. Indeed Admiral Age 
for s Voyage produced a fine Show, 
and made a great Talk: But wile 
it comes to be confidered that there 


= was not an Halfpenny of it publick 


Money, I believe our Landholders 


will not think themſelves much be- 
nefited by his Acquiſitions; and in- 


deed, had the whole Treaſure, with 
which he made ſuch a grand Pa- 
rade, been for publick Service, it 
would have done little more than 
rebuilt the Ships that were loft, 
and paid the Wages due to the Of. 
ficers and Men that died in the Ex- 
pedition: Nor would double the 
Money defray half the Expences of 
the Campaign. But the People muſt 
| be pleaſed if it 1s but * a rr 


That the People are unealy, 1 


truſtſul, and deadhearted, 18 obvi- 


ous even to the Eyes of the Mean= 


eſt: And that our Commerce is de- 
9 


5 14 \ | 
denied any one may caſily be con- 
vinced, by comparing our Imports 
and Exports with what they were 
at any former Time, even that of 
the late War. Nobody, ſurely, 
will have the Affrontery to contra- 
dict my Aſſertion of the D- run- 
ning away with our Trade, ſince ĩt 
is well known they carry on a very, 
advantageous Commerce with Spar, 
and make great Returns from the 
Spaniſh and French Settlements in 
America, by ſupplying them with 
| Fiſh taken upon our own Coaſts : 

This they do openly; as to their 
private Efforts to ſupplant us they 

are too many to be enumerated at 
preſent, and of which, perhaps, I may 
give a particular Account, in ano- 
ther Place. 1 


| 


1 uncqual our Lad: Tax =o 


2. be aſſeſſed, nevertheleſs, it is 


certain : that the Rent great Part of 
the 


, ( I 5 . 

the Lands of England, fall into the 

King's Hands every jffth Lear; 

Indeed ſome that are eaſier tel 
may hold out to the Sixth or 


= Stealth, However, tho' the Land- 


holders do not perceive the Effects 
of it immediately, yet they become 
1o ſenſible of it 1n proceſs of Time, 
as to be obliged either to ſell or 
mortgage. ----- As to our Public 
Funds, 1t 1s true the three great 
Companies keep up their Stocks at 
a high Price: But may not this 
be to draw in Buyers? — Who is 

it excepting the Directors of the re- 

ſpective Companies, that can be 
able to make even a moderate Eſti- 
mate of their Profits, or who can 

inform us whether they are Gainers 

or Looſers by Trade? They may 

be able to furniſh the Government 
with a Sum of Money, for an Emer- 
gency at an eaſy Rate, and to make 
pretty large Dividends — 7 

E "00 


5 
their Intereſt to keep up their Cre- 
dit ſtrongly, eſpecially in Time of 
War when they run moſt Hazards: 


0 Many a Banker has kept open Shop 


for ſome Time, with very little but 
Paper to traffick withal, much more 
large Companies, whoſe Stocks con- 
fiſt moſtly in the Fortunes of Wi- 
dows and Orphans ; that are retir- 
ed far into the Country, in order 
to live cheap on ſuch Intereſts and 
Diridends as their Fortunes pro- 
duce: But ſhould there happen a 
general Draught ſor Money, ſo that 
: the Proprictors of theſe Companies 
ſhould be obliged to ſell, lament- 
able I fear would be the Effects. 
But this, I only mention by the 
Bye, in anſwer to thoſe; who from 
the Riſe and Fall of Stocks, judge 
of the Affluence or Poverty of the 
Nation; and Stocks being now at 
a high Rate, it affords ſome People 
an Opportunity of exulting, and 
N _ arguing 
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arguing from thence, that we are in 
the moſt proſperous Circumſtances; | 
but ho- juſtly Ileave to others De- 
termination. The large Sums tbat 
Foreigners are allowed to advance | 
in our Funds, will always give them 
an Opportunity of improving their 
Money; and at the ſame Time pre- 

ſerves the Ballance of Trade in their 
Favour ; while it obliges our very 

reat monied Men at home, either 
to hoard their Caſh, or to employ 
it in a uſurious Nane for want of 
that Admittance into the Publick 
Loans, which is afforded to Stran- 
gers, to our immenſe Diſadvantage. 
It may indeed ſeem incredible that 
large Sums ſhould be laid by to 
mould in ſuch a Trading Nation as 


this: — But as others, as well as 


my ſelf, are equally ſenſible of the 
Veracity of the Fact; I need only 
appeal to them, to ſatisfy my Reader 
8 he ſhould be A ws 
D it. 


N 0 18 Tz 
it. This, together with the Havock | 
made by the Enemy's Privatcers, 
are the Cauſes of our Mans facturer 
lying idle; to put which out of 
Doubt, | refer any one to examine 
that of Printing of Linens, in which 
Branch of Trade, there has been 
ſeveral topping Maſters become 
Bankrupts fince the War began with 
Spain ; and thoſe that yet hold up 
their Heads, do not now employ 
above four Hands in the Printing, 
that uſed to have twenty or thirty 
in conſtant Work. Ask them 
the Reaſon, they will tell you, 
That there 1s no call from abroad ; 
our Men of War, are idle, the 
Prench and Spaniſh Privateers ſnap 
up all the Ships, and the D-<<tch 
engroſs all the Trade in the Welk 
1 5Þ ; by ſupplying our Colonies 
with printed and ſtained Linens, 
much cheaper than we can afford to 
do, on Account of the Inſurance 
8 i running 
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running ſo high. I mention this 
Branch of Trade in particular, as I. 
take it to be a very great one; it 
making great Returns yearly from 
all the foreign Plantations before 
the War began; and was the Sup- 
port oſ numberleſs Families of Poor, 
by employing even the Women and 
Children at very competent Wages: 


But fince this Decay, the Cutters 


and Printers, who earned their two 
Guineas a Week, muſt be obliged 
either to enliſt for Soldiers, enter for 
Seamen, or go to Holland ſor to get 
Employment: Our home Conſump- 
tion not being ſufficient to ſupport 
them. Which, if we ſhould regain 
this Branch upon a Peace, will cauſe 

the few Workmen that ſball be leſt 

to raiſe their Prices to ſuch a De- 
gree, that few. Maſters will be able 
do employ them; or, perhaps, by 
our Want of Hands, it will enable 
our good Friends the Dutch to keep 
0 7 
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1 
on the Trade to as much Advantage 


as „en do at ys 


IT could produce the Glaſs, FArY 


ode other Manufactures, for Proofs 


of my Aſſertion, that our Manufac- 
tures. are decaying and idle; but 


the daily filling our Wort hunſes, 
and Re of the Poor's Rate, 
ate ſuch undeniable Teſtimonies of 
it and ſo evident, to every one that 
Keeps. Houſe, or pays Taxes; that 


it will admit of no Diſpute. 5 


a aide finiſhed my 1 16: of 
our home Affairs, I ſhall . to 


: 85 give a Sketch of our foreigu; and then 


enquire into tbe Cauſes of the la- 


Wentable 1 78825 ref a bot. Y 


11 Ale at * * and 8 a 


Ernte Spectacle, I am afraid 


that thoſe abroad will not furniſi a 
much better; and that the Confu- 


(a) 

ſion of our Foreign Concerns, will 
equal the Diſorder of our Dome. 
ſtick. It is true, I have not all the 
Lights 1 could wiſh for on this 
Hcad; neither can I take upon me 
to ſay "that I am Maſter of our pre- 
ſent political Hſtem But as this 
latter, perhaps, is what ſome of che 5 
greateſt Politicians in the W. 
= deficient in; as well as myſelf, 
I do not fear to ſet forth and ac- 
count for the State of our foreigt 

Affairs, without the Help of hs 
Syſtem, or any other: And ſhall be 
ſo little: of a Ph:Joſopher as to take 
Things as they really appear, and 
endeavour from thence to aſcertain' 

their Cauſes ; leaving our political 
Sophiſters to defend can lves by 
the ſame egregious Thread of Blun- 
e my _ them into the nne 


| * ſhall ict eh poly | a Detail of 
the I F aces and Appearan- 


ces, 


OY 
* A ys AS _— —_— 
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ces; that Altars on the * 
have put on ſince the Commence- 
ment of the War; neither ſhall I 
point out the Times when we have 


B. bb -d the Court of Vienna, or 


they us; it is well known that the 


Qucen of H——9 has been our 
Tool and we in return have been : 


Hers But I ſhall confine my {elf to 


the preſent Poſture, that our Affairs 
ſcem to ſtand in on the Continent ; 
it being ſuch as will hardly admit 


of any Diſguiſe, therefore, is the 
fitter to be uſed to come at the 


Truth, in the r of the 5 


real . Man Jos es © a4 


px. oo 2 1 
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15 Altho'- we arc TS ho 
ſecquently independant on any er 
on the Continent, yet our Concerns 


there are become ſo very large, that 


it puts me to ſome Difficulty to 


uin what Part I ſhall open the 


Scene: But as the Lom Countries 


850 rep | | have 
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have always been looked upon as 
more immediately under our Tuiti- 
on, I think it will not be impro- 
per to make Entrance there.. 
In Flanders, then, the French King 
at the Head of a numerous Army 
(which we like kind nurfling Fa- 
thers have ſuffered him to muſter 
up, by our Indolence) has carried 
all before him; and is become 
| Maſter of Menin, Tpres, Courtray, 
| Tournay, Ghent, and Bruges; Places 
that coſt us immenſe Blood and 

Treaſure. Nothing could have pre- 
ſerved Oftend from falling into his 
Hands, but Heaven it ſelf, by ſend- 


ing down ſuch Rains as rendered 


the Roads thither impaſſible to his 


Artillery. The Allied Army after 


a raſh, 1mproper, and deſperate At- 
tempt to relieve Tournay, have been 
obliged continually to retreat from 
one Poſt to another, till they have 
quitted Flanders ; being W 
Doi 1 uch 


24) 
ſuch a weak Condition, as hot to 
be able to attack the French Army, 
when ſo advantageous: an Opportu- 
nity offered (as themſelves own) on 
their being obliged to march their 
Men thro' the Defiles at Cramont, 
in order to lay Seige to Oudenarde. 
But ſuch is ine, that the 
French Army, even by a moderate 
Computation, amounts to above 
double the Number of ours; and 
moreover, 1s furniſhed with a grand 
Train of Artillery. Our Forces are at 
length skulked even beyond Bruſſels, 
near to Londain, where the French 
daily raiſe Contributions, even under 
their Noſes. As to Affairs on the 
- Rhme, they lately had a very me- 
lancholy Aſpect; but it ſeems they 
have recovered pretty much of late, 
and the Prince of Conti is ſaid to 
be flying before the Grand Duke's 
Army; if fo, and his Flight is real, 
tis well. In Bohemia the con- 
BT .- = 5 TY joined 
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joined Army are in almoſt as bad a 
Plight, ſince their laſt Action, as 
that of the Allies in Flanders . They 
ſtill continuing on the Retreat, and 
the Pruſſan Monarch ſeems vigo- 
 roufly bent to make uſe of all Ad- 

vantages. „ 


Insa Jah the King of Jardinia, 
feems to be hard put to it, by the 
French and Spaniards ; eſpecially as 
the Genoeſe have joined the latter, 
fearing neither our Threats nor 
Bombardments. As to the Venetzans, 
'tis imagined that our Ambaſſador, 
far from raiſing their Spirits, has 

lulled them into a Lethargy.--- The 

Empreſs of Ruſſia, aſter all her fine 


Promiſes of twelve and fixteen _ 


thouſand Men, ezhich we have ſo 


often been rold-were upon the March, 
will enter into no Meatures on our 
Account, but ſuch as are entirely 
pacific ; and begs to be excuſed 


0 34 5 
performing her Engagements other 
Ways. The Dutch very kindly 
| ſhake Hands with the French, with 
their Right Hand, and offer us their 
Swords in the Left: Such is 
the View of Ajjai 24'S on the Continent. 


As Ihave 3 as 3 as _ 
fible ; in the above Sketch, ſo I have 
taken Care not to exagerate any Ar- 
ticle. That Things on the Conti- 
nent are at preſent in this woeful 
Situation, is what any one that reads 
a News Paper, from the P=---r to 
the Cobler,. cannot fail obſerving, 
and I take it that whatcyer is lo 
very obvious as not to admit of any 
Contradiction needs no Proof. 1 
believe moſt of my Readers wall 
readily agree with me, That T byngs 
both at Home and 1 are in 
the ſame Situation, as I have — 
dented them, it not in a Wor lc, 


2 ; Gurtiers : 


1 ) 


cCpurtiert, Placemen, and Penſioners, 


indeed may poſſibly pretend to 


trump up ſome Stuff under the Po- 


nomination of Arguments to the 
contrary : But I ſhall not heed ſuch 
Wretchecs ---- unleſs by obſerving, 
that it is as impoſſible for any one 
in their Stations, to frame a Judg- 
ment on the Welfare of the Nation, 
as for a blind Man to make Obſer- 
vations on Colours. — It is true, 
they have their Senſes as well as we; 
but their Heads are become ſo dizzy, 
by being placed on the Pinacle of 
Power, and their Eyes ſo blinded, 
by the Gold-Duſt that flies about 
them; as renders it impoſſible that 
they ſhould have diſtinct Ideas f 
any Thing, beſides their Places and 
Profits. They may guels indeed, 
at the State of the Ex-— cht, 
by the carly or late Payment of 
their Salaries ; but therein lies their 
Ne plus ultra. The State. of the 
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Nation, the State of the Commu- 
nity, or the State of Affairs on the 
Continent, are Things as far beyond 


their Knowledge as their Wager : 
ment. | a 


11 3 Army beats the Enemy, 


they are ever ready to make Bon- 


fires, and drink loyal Healths, at the 


Crown and People's Expence.---- 


But if they beat us then they'll 
drink to our better Succeſs, in the 


next Action. But leaving theſe 


Wretches, theſe Minions, and Tools 
of Power, to wallow in their Mire. 
F ſhall now endcavour from the 


preſent Scene of Affairs, before 


remiſed, to trace out the latent 
Cauſes e and though I ſhould 


fail in my Attempt through the Dif- 


fieulty of the Task, I dare engage, 
that my Pains will not be unte- 
warded, by the Vericty of Obſer- 


vations dr will accur on the many 
— | 


= 35 5 
nnn Objects that t ae in 1 
Purſuit. 5 


It will * — 1 we at- 
tempt the Cauſe, to make uſe of a 
ſmall Retroſpection, wherein we 
ſhall perceive the Nation in general 


groaning under the Bonds of Corr 


ruption for above twenty ears; in 
which Time, he that was aſhamed 
to be corrupt, was thought unqua- 
lified for any Employment, whe⸗ 
ther civil or military. All Places 
were bartered either for Money or 
Intereſt; and the chief Miniſter 

gloried in his Power, over a Race 
of venal Creatures: He hung out 
the Banner of Corruption, under 
which whoever ſought Honours or 
Preferment, were obliged to liſt. 
The Influence of Venalty ſoon ſpread 
from Ct to Country, and was 
| ſpeedily diſperſed all over the King- 
Gone: 5 Every * had its ſet 


Price; 
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Price; Ind the Cobler that had: a 


Vote 1 the Value of it as well 


as the Buyer. Nay, Things were 
Come to that paſs, that ſeveral - ap- 


peared publickly under the Deno. 


mination of Election Jobbers, WO 


knew their Bufineſs, and practiſed 


it with as much Dexterity, as their 
Brethren in Change Alley: But not 
without doing a great deal more 
Harm to the Nation. however, 


happily there was yet a Remnant of 
another Party left, that had the 
Modeſty at leaſt to Cloath them- 
ſelves in the Garments of Incorrup- 
tion, and as Honeſty generally pre- 


vails in the long run, they, at laſt, 


got the Better of the M. r ad 
diſplaced him: Their Leader ſoon 
took the Opportunity to ſlip into 
his Place, and when the whole Na- 
tion ved. aloud for dragging the 
Old Offender ro Puniſhment, he 


=D — generouſly skreened: him From: 


their 


( 39 ) 
their Attempts. This ſurpriſed 
cvery one at firſt, but it ſoon ap- 
peared that the New M loved 
Corrupting as well as the Old one, 
tho' he did not e e the Art 
ſo well for want of Practice; and 
being of a daring Spirit he would 
often attempt even greater Practices 
than his Predeceſſor, without be- 
ing ſo certain of a Majority: But 
this Overbearance of his proved a 
Downfal to him at laſt. Indeed, 
during the ſhort Time of his Reign, 
he took care to diſplace ſome of the- 
moſt notorious of the late M----r's 
Gang, but filed up their Places 
with rather worſe from his own. 
Men were changed but not Mea- 
ſures ; — excepting that the former 
= being of a timorous Spirit, 
knew how to make Advantage of 
Peace. But this being raſh and dar- 
ing, reſolved to glut himſelf with 
the 1 of War, that is with the 
S Sßpoils 
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Spoils of the People in the Time 
1 15 War. To this End, yet altho' 
we were already at War with Hain, 
on Account of our Trade, and had 
had but indifferent Succeſs; he very 


1 aſſidiouſly provokes another implac- 


able Enemy to fall upon us, and 
leads us by degrees into a ruinous, 
and expenſive War on the Conti- 
nent; even, at a Time, when he 
. knew that our Allies would not 
rtake of the Quarrel. Happily 
* us, one Campaign paſſed away 
inactively on our Side; the Enemy 
being near treble our Number all 
the Time, ſo that our Men Were 
deſtined to ſurvive Deſtruction a 
Year longer: But before another 
Campaign came about all E 4 
had the Pleaſure to fee their Tor- 
mentor driven from his Poſt, to 
their no {mall Joy. | 
1 7 70 
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I muſt confeſs my ſelf at a Loſs 
277 N to 


We 


to underſtänd, what Motive could 
induce our evil Genius? for fol. 
muſt call him, to leave us helpleſs, 
Tricadlef, and almoſt moneylely ins 
to i Land Wir with a rich and 
powerful Enemy unleſs he had pres 
mcditated our Deſtruction befores 
hand ! Experichce muſt needs haye 
Thewn, him by our former Succeſ= 
ſes, that ſhould it turn but even 
more to our 'Advantage than our 
| Hoſt fariguine Wiſhes could Hatter 
us, nevertheleſs we ſhould be ſure 
to come off Loſers, as we could 
not poſſibly keep any Acquilitions 
froutd make! But it ſeems our 
great M- and Patriot, had othet 
Mas and Deſigus in his Head, 


3 ; £28 = L242 23> ix 12 0 
England he thought had already 
1 ht > , ; =. o | & 4 EY 
been agrandized apes by fora 
mer Wars, and he was willing ans 
other Territory ſhould come in for 
a Share, in order to curry Favour 
with his Maſter. He therefore wiſe= 


225 5 beating the French out of Flan« 


_* 
* 


"es 


ly dectted,. that what ve won 


H ſhould wear. Ts 


I en it will be 1 as he 


| hs often done 1 na very 27055 mans 


5 . bat can H.. get by 


ders? Or, What will they benefit 


14 


3 by. our Acquiſitions there 95 To this | 
J. anſiver,. | The more, the French are a 


Weakened in Flanders, or elſewhere, 
the les, will they be able to pro- 
a any. Deſigns againſt that 
Alec — te. And 1 ſhauld be glad 
o know, Whether, that. in Tale 
1 Were able to make any Con- 
queſt | in French. Flanders, and re- 


_ tain them till a a Peace came about; 
Whether, 1, fay 75 the French king 
2X dich 15 the glad to Induce bis 
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Focer certain Teqitores to "that 
Wee Fo in ad Seguin | his own 


df 7 7 1 4 
ü of); in | 
-21: 1 if, oy „ 


* Pho is Refer Part I, 


R 
in F . ? The Ceſſion that was 


made to recover Lorainto the Crown 
of France, is too well known to. be 
| repeated. And if his L--df---p, or 
any other Perſon, will immediately 
convence me, that H----r has no 
Views, no deſigns, nor Pretentions, 
to any other Territories, befides 
thoſe the is in preſent Poſſeſſion of; 
or that ſhe would have the Modeſty 
to refuſe the Exceptance of any o- 
ther acquired or exchanged at our 
Expence, I will inſtantly give up 
the Queſtion and fairly allow, 
that our Conqueſts in the Low § 
Countries would be of no Advan- 
tage to Hr But till then, I 
muſt beg to be excuſed. from fob. 
mitting to his L--di--p's. ſuperior 
8 judgment on this Point. | 4 
Hut n no ſooner had this - 
great . Man reſigned, or rather =_ 
4 2 . Tooner 


'F 
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ſooner was he obliged to do it than 
we found Or-ferd' S Maxim verified 
That every Man has Bis Price; af 
this fo manifeſtly, that even thoſe 
whoſe immenſe Eſtates and Honours 
ſhould have put them out of the 
Reach' of all Court Allucements, 
were the ficſt to run into the in- 
chanted Circle. The late M---r's 
Creatures were ſpon ſent adrift, and a 
Race of nominal Patriots ſucceeded, 
Men that had ſeen and. ſuffered, * 

under the Management of both the 
| former Mrs, and were thought 
by the whole Nation, the propereſt 
to give a better Tarn to Affairs. 
Soon as they entered on Buſineſs, 
ome Overtures were made to pre- 
vent the Progreſs of Corruption ; 5 
| bat they were very little if at all 
hearkencd to ---- they found us en- 
tered into a War with France and 
Spain, with not a Friend to afliſt 
By * we pag them for 1 it: 4 
or 
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for the Dutch they abſolutely de- 
clared off any Thing, farther than 
acting as F -onank the Qucen 
of Hungary was re-eſtabliſhed in 
the Poſſeſſion of all her Territories, 
and ſoon after the Death of the | 
Emperor happened which Ac- F* 
cident was regarded by every one, 
as the ſure fore- runner of a Peace. g 


| OT” way have 3 happy 
for us, had our new M-----y taken 
that favourable Opportunity to make 
ſome Overtures, or to gain ſome 
Powers to mediate Peace for us; 
as they well knew the. whole Bur- 
then and Expence of the War, muſt 
otherwiſe fall to our Share, But 
unluckily, there was no Man thought 
ſo proper to enter our Patriots into 
Miniſterial Arts, as one that had 


peen the Tool of both the former; 


and he was put at the Head of them, 
having ſerved 2 double Prenticeſhip 
* 


3 -” * * 3 
to Corru tion, undet O-rfon-d | 1 
and h a one to proffeſſed 
4 Princi ples, under 
his Succeſſor . He well knew that 
however acceptable a Peace' might 
be to the Pcople of England, he 
could not make his Court with it at 
another Place: But however, 
* managed Matters very dextrouſ- 
iy ==» made great Promiſes of re- 

rming Abuſes, and deſtroying 
Corruption, "9s until ſuch Time 
as he found the new entered Patriots 
had taſted the Sweets of Preferment; 
and then, he changed both his Tone 
and his Mcaſures. It was too late 
fof them to look back, they had 

begun to reliſh the Delights of 
Power they had been at con- 

ſiderable Expences to be re- choſen ü 
for their Corporations, and in fine, 
they came as ready into „e 

Meaſures, as even the Qld Muniſtes 
| himſelf could 1 : 


Now 


(39) 


Now far foe endeavouring tos ac- 
; ws Peace on. honourable Terms, 
they breathed nothing but War; 
and to that Purpoſe, engaged the 
El r of Ba. —ria to their In- 
teroſts, 1 in order to weaken France. 
Had they brought the King of 
: Pruffia | over; then indeed they had 
done ſomewhat worthy; of theme 
| ſelves — but that alas! was ,never 
5 thought of — It was enough for 
their Honours to gain a half ruined 
young Prince, who was read) to 
ſcck fheltef from any that woul 
protect. him — This done, they 
{end one of their moſt famous 
| Chiefs, te tickle the Ears of the 
Dutch, to induce them to come in- 
to KEEN Meaſures. . Great 225 the 
Succeſs they flattered them ſelves 
with, from the k known Ab 18 of 
their Em— dr; > Ppt the Dutch 


were too crafty to. be tickled. Pie 
5 4 1 ; . al - — > 4% the 


0 40 
the Net, and took in the br, 
the ſame way as he thought to ha ve 
caught them: So the whole Negs- 
tlation chded in long Harrangues, 
fine Speeches. and complimenting 
Letters. Nevertheleſs, our ne- 
'M———rs gave out very boldly that 
they had © tained their Ends“ - and 
. H drs were following, our 
Steps with all Speed: But this is 
not the firſt II. nor the firſt 
Piece of Aſſurance, that they have 
palmed upon us 15 nce the Com- 
mencement of their Ad-Mm--ſt-n. 


bos Kings hae Hel rg on 
b recs, till they are at length 
by Dey to the Paſs that I laid down 
before, inſomuch that we are hot a 
Jot, nearer gaining Peace upon ho. 
nourable Terms, than we were at 
the "Beginning of the War ; neither 
date we any nearer obtaining Satis= 
fackion for the immence Ow 
WE. 


1 
we- have been at. And thus have 1 


traced the Progreſs of Corruption, 


and H-n-v-r-i-, Influence, from 


Or-f<-d's Adminiſtration to this 
Time: having 'ſhewn that they 
have been the Springs of all our 

Tranſactions from that Time to 


this; and if ſo, conſequently are 


alſo the Cauſes of the preſent me- 


| lancholy ene, both at home and 
abroad; as theſe are entirely the 
Reſult x our former naa 
and Meaſures. 


1 The Chain of Facts that T have 
made uſe of in this Diſcovery, are 


too undeniable to be conteſted: 
But if any Perſon can account for 


the preſent State of Affairs, with- 


_-out the Aſſiſtance of either fi theſe 


two Machines, C-r-pt-n and Harn 


Influence; I ſhall readily ſabmit 
and acknowledge myſelf in an Er- 


|: Or. Or if " - of the new miniſte- 


3 n 


vial: Party, ſhould be ſo far from 
being convinced that Affairs are in 
the Situation I have repreſented ; 

as to deny it, I am ready, upon 

Condition of their obtaining hs 

thorough Indemnification, for ſome 
particular Expreſſions I ſhall be o- 
bliged to uſe, to make it as plain 
as the Noſe on a _ Face, 


' But Ste. * many Tacks, - 
Screens, and Evaſions, that they 
have lately been obliged to uſe; 
may not we ſuſpect that Things are 


rather in a worſe Condition than 


what I haye here repreſented? If 
* gain the leaſt trivial Advantage, 
it is magnified even to ſuch a Rate 


as at laſt to loſe all Credit. If we 


meet with a Misfortune, or a De- 
feat, the Loſs is ſo exceſſively di- 
miniſhed, that upon ſecond Report 
we take it to have been only a Skir- 


miſh. Soon after the late Battle, 
4 5 2 3 when 


IA 


whe the Praiſes of the Regidirid 


of the Retreat, made more Noiſe in 
our Ears, thai the Guns of the 
Tower would have done for a Vic- 
tory ; was it not confidently aſſerted 
that we had ſaved our Artillery? 
ttill ſoon after an Order coming to 

the Ordonance.- Office for more, put a 
Stop to the Fal ſhood, to the Con- 


fuſion of the Aſſertors. Nay even 
our Gaxettes, tho publiſh d by A- 


U, are taught to E in the 
zoliteſt Manner. That if Bruſſels 
s of late ſo full of Triciſms and 


Hodge Podge in relating the Tranſ- 
actions of the Auſtrian and Allied 


Armies, as ſcarce to admit of a 
ö Tranflation, and ours very often 
gives us a Piece of Neivs, rather to 
be wiſhed true than that it is real= 

Iy ſo; and which, perhaps, is con- 
tradicted! in the next Paragraph. 1 
.._ need go no farther for an Inſtance 

1 chan in 1 en of Saturday Ju- 


Gaz TP 
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ly, r3th, 1745. where in the Let- 


ter from the Hague, of July 18th, 
5 theſe Words, viz. - There * 
« yet no Account of the French ha- 
* ving made themſelves Maſters of 
„ the Citadel of Ghent, or the 
* Town of Bruges. General Molk, 
« with the Squadrons he ſaved out 
. of Ghent, is arrived at ſas de 
% Grand,” What manifeſt Contra- 
dictions, after all the Public Papers 
had confirmed the taking of Ghent | 
and Bruges, by the. _— - out 
ſteps this little Gagette, and has the 
| Fi Hmm to contradict them, and 
himſelf too: For, if Ghent was not 
taken, why did General Molt quit 
it Or how, otherways, can he be 
faid to, have ſaved his Squadrons | 
from kane Or if the Citadel held 
out, how came the French Army to 
* to Oudenard, beſore they had 
reduced it ? 8 it was con- 
firmed ae all the ein Papers they 


Were 


(45 


But this ſhews, th. 
— little Sui the M ——y are 
driven, to keep ap the Spirits of 

the People. r 
It would have wed no difcale 
Matter to have prognoſticated our 
Succeſs this Campaign, when it was 
percei ived that we were purſuing the 
ſame Steps as we took the Laſt : 
But however, the Blame is all laid 
upon the Duteh, tho we are the 


Sufferers, — And indeed we have 


really Occaſion to blame them, for 
delaying to ſend the Forces that are 
ſtipulated for them to ſurniſſi as 
Auxiliaries; —=-- but. that they are 


to be yr for not entering he 


War as Principles, 1 1s what I cannot 
acquieſce in; therefore mult beg 
leave, before N conclude, to offer 
a few Words in there Behalf, which, 
I hope will be the readier granted 
me, as I do not find that any one 

as yet has appeared in their n | 


. 
The Hollanders, are a People 
whom I never took to be our Friends, 
farther than Intereſt compelled 
them. It is true they owe their very 
Being, as a State to our Queen Eli 
gabeth; but it ſeems they either 
think that Time has obliterated the 
Obligation, or that the have ſuffi- 
ciently repaid it otherways. They 
are now their own Maſters, and fc 
far from owing us any Subjection, 
they are endeavouring as much as is 
in their Power, to bring us under 
the Hitches, by depriving us of as 
many Branches of Trade as they con- 
veniently can: How much, or how 
juſtly ſoe ver we may upbraid them 
with this, we cannot certainly cen- 
fare for not becoming Principals in 
2 War of our own ſtairring up. In 
order to judge of another, it is ne- 
ceflary that we put ourſelves in their 
Circumſtances. Let us therefore 
imagine, that we were become wm 

SAD CE ers 
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ſters of a moſt affluent Trade, wWhick 
we had been many Years in brings = 
ing to the Perfection it is in; and 

let us ſuppoſe alſo, that Aa neigh- 


bouring Nation was our Rival in 


ſeveral Branches of Commerce, and 
looked on our Progreſs with an evil 


in Alliance with that Nation, having 

agreed mutually to defend each other 
whenever attacked. Now ſuppoſ- 
ing this Nation, without ever con- 
ſulting with us, ruſhes precipitately 
into a War with a rich Potent, and 
inveterate Enemy; and that we can- 
not help obſerving, that it will be 
impoſſible for that Nation to reap 
any Advantages therefrom; neither 
are we thoroughly apprized of the 
Inducements leading to this War; 
nor of the Motives, for which it 
is waged ; neither can we perceive 
any Intereſt purſued thereby, un- 
leſs ſuch as is quite Foreign to that 

„ Nation, 


| | the Cafe, I ſay, betwixt our Neigh- 
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a diſtant People, with whom we 
have no Concerns either in Trade or 


otherways: Suppoſing this to be 


bours and us; would we be willing 
to plung ourſelves i into a long and 
inextricable, ruinous War, on Ac» 
count of our Neighbours Raſhneſs 
or Folly? - Certainly, No, but 
is it not the Circumſtances of the 
-Caſe I juſt now recited, | nary to 
that between the Dutch and us? 
Have we not entered on a grevious, 
ruinous Land War; to the impo- 
veriſhing ourſelves and Poſterity, | 
without any Views of Retribution ? 
Did we conſult them beſore we 
marched our Forces? Are they 
obliged, if they perceive it to be a 
Deſtructive War, to enter into it to 
ruin themſelves to Rugs us in our 
e ns? . - 
Do they not reap more Advan« 
| bs 
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pages "Ag a peaceful Commerce, 


than any they could hope for by en- 
tering into War ? Or, Would I 
not readily. join us in any Enters 
prize on the Continent, had we nq 
other Intereſts to ſerre there but 
our own.” Was not our leaving 
them in the Lurch, at the End of 
the laſt War, ſufficicat. to deter 
them from engaging hand-over-head - 
With us again? Tho theſe Rea- 
ſons, if rightly confidered, may be 
ſufficient to excuſe them from en- 
tering as Parties with us in the pre- 
ſent War; nevertheleſs, I cannot 
help thinking, that thhy may ha ve 
ſome other which are unreveal- 
ed as yet, of a much ſtronger Na- 
ture. Nay, it even begins to be 
talked of, as if they were piqued 
at ſome Engagements that they had 
| diſcovered: between the Queen of 
Hungay and us, concerning Offend ;, 
which if executed. would be very 


. much 


3 „ 
much to their Difadvantage. 1 
muſt confeſs that it ſeems to me to 
be a Sort of Soleciſin in Politicks, to 
try all Means to gain the Aſſiſtance 
of an Ally, and at the fame Time 
be undertaking ſuch Meaſures as 
maſt certainly difoblige them, if 
not create an utter Enmity. The 
Dutch are a free People, Trade is 
their Support, and Nobody can 
blame them for being jealous of that 
Support; for when once they loſe 
their Trade, all is loſt to them. 
This they know full well, and it is 
on this Account, they are ſo flow 
and timerous, of entering into the 
Warfare; not that they are deſti- 
fute of Means ſufficient in their 
Hands to defend or revenge them 
ſelves: But it is a ſort of Maxim a- 
mong them, that whilft a trading 
Pcople are engaged in War, their 
Cammerce is fure to ſuffer ſor it; 
this makes them to Trade very wary, 
#33 18.4. - „„ ; To well | 
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well knowing that the Loſs of a 
few Ships, would be a greater Da- 
mage to them, than that of all the 
Towns in andere, | 
I had almoſt forgot to mention 
another very great Inconvenience, 


into which the Hollanders ld x8 


bel led by their entering into a War 
which is, that of chuſing a Stadt- 
holder ; This i 1s what they can hard- 
ly brar the Thoughts of, ſince his 
Power in Time of War is ſo un- 
limitted, as to be almoſt arbitrary. 
But as I Pere the ſtrongeſt Argu- 
ments will not induce them to take 
the Field, unleſs the French directly 
attack them ; therefore I think the 
Election of Stadtholder far enough 
off; not that I have any Suſpi- 
cion of a private Underſtanding 
between the States and France; for 

the D-=-cþ are too ſubtle, me too 
well acquainted with that Court, to 
truſt her in any Intreagues. But 

VVV 
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Time will diſolve all Things; : theres 
fore I ſhall take my Leave of them 
for the preſent, not doubting but 
they have as many Reaſons for their 
pacific Operations, and perhaps as 
ſtrong, as we can for our military, 
whenever they ſhall think * to 
ale them. 
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